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ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 

November 11 

 
This soldier saint lived in the fourth century.  He joined the Roman army in Italy when he was only     

fifteen.  Although his parents were pagans, he began to study the Christian religion.  Those who study the 

Christian religion are called catechumens until they are baptized. 

 

One very cold winter day, Martin and his companions came upon a beggar at the gate of the city of 

Amiens.  The man’s only clothes were nothing but rags and he was shaking with cold. The other soldiers 

passed by him, but Martin felt that it was up to him to help the beggar.  Having nothing with him, he drew 

his sword and cut his long cloak in half.  Some laughed at his funny appearance as he gave one half to the 

beggar. Others felt ashamed of their own selfishness.  That night, Jesus appeared to Martin.  He was  

wearing the half of the cloak that Martin had given away.   

 

“Martin, still a catechumen, has covered me with this garment,” Jesus said.   Right after this wonderful 

event, St. martin went to be baptized. 

 

A few years later, the saint left the army.  He became a disciple of St. Hilary, the bishop of Poitiers, 

France.  Because of his strong opposition to the Arian heretics in various cities, Martin had to go into   

exile.  But he was happy to live in the wilderness with other monks.  When the people of Tours asked for 

him as their bishop, he refused.  The people would not give up, however.  They got him to come to the 

city to visit a sick person.  Once he was there, they took him to the church.  As bishop of Tours,             

St. Martin did all he could to rid France of Paganism.  He prayed, he worked, he preached everywhere.   

 

Our Lord let Martin know his death was near.  As soon as his followers heard of it, they began to weep.  

They begged him not to leave them.  So the saint prayed: “Lord, if your people need me yet, I will not  

refuse the work.  Your will be done.”  He was still laboring for the Divine Master in a far-off part of his 

diocese when death finally came in 397.  St. Martin’s tomb became one of the most famous shrines in all 

of Europe. 

 

It is so easy to be concerned about our own interests.  But, like Martin, we want to be aware of the needs 

of others too.  We can ask St. Martin to share with us his generosity. 

 
                                          ~Saints for Young Readers for Every Day - Vol. 2 
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Terry Culpepper and Cameron Guanlao 

were recognized for their  service to our  

parish and received the St. Timothy Youth 

Award from Bishop James F. Checchio on 

Saturday evening, October 22, following the 

7:00 pm Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Cathe-

dral.  A reception followed the Mass where 

Terry and Cameron were greeted and       

congratulated by  Fr. Edmund Luciano. 
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World Mission Sunday 

October 23, 2016 

 
On Sunday, Oct. 23, 2016, two of our 7th grade CCD students, 
Melissa Martinez and Ashley DeLair, attended the diocesan 
celebration of World Mission Sunday. 
 Accompanied by their parents, Nivardo Martinez and Dana 
DeLair, and by Ms. Jeanette Horai, the girls participated in the 
Missionary Childhood Association Walk-a-Thon following a 
presentation by Fr. Emeka Okwuosa, SDV, a missionary priest.  
Bishop James F. Checchio was the principal celebrant of the 
Mass at 12 noon in the   cathedral. 
 Immediately following the Mass, Our Lady of Fatima was      
recognized as the top contributor from the religious education 
programs of the Diocese of Metuchen for their donations to the 
Missionary Childhood Association. Melissa and Ashley           
accepted this award from Bishop Checchio on behalf of the 
children and families from our parish whose generosity made 
this possible 

Please continue to pray for the Mission Church and for 
missionaries throughout the world. 
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A Knight's Thank-you 
 
The Knights Columbus wish to thank  the Our Lady of Fatima parish for their contributions to our 
2016 Special Children collection drive held earlier this year. The distribution of these funds has been 
completed. 
 
The New Jersey State K of C was provided 10% of our collection to centrally fund the NJ State's Spe-
cial Olympics .  Three local organizations were each provided with checks for $1,425 at our Council 
meeting held on  Wednesday, September 21st. They were:  the ARC of Union County, the ARC of   
Middlesex County and the St Peter's Hospital KEEPS program which assists adolescents with learn-
ing and social issues.  These  checks have no "strings" attached and allows each of these  organiza-
tions to spend the funds in whatever way they best determine. 
 
In addition two Our Lady of Fatima organizations benefited for the drive. The Boy Scouts for $300 and 
the Holy Innocents for $150  were provided checks. 
 
On behalf of the Knights, I again wanted to thank all who contributed to this annual worthy drive and 
be assured that all collected funds are being reinvested in charities which serve the OLF parish. 
 
Peace, 
Keith Venturella 
Grand Knight 
Council 2544 
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Fall Harvestfest Tricky Tray 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, October 15th, after nearly a year of planning, Our Lady of 

Fatima Parish hosted the Fall Harvestfest Tricky Tray fundraiser.  This 

was our major 2016 fundraiser with all proceeds going toward the 

church renovation.  Tickets were sold out days before the event, but    

anticipation was so great, we had people waiting at the door in case 

there was a cancellation.  Over 230 guests joined together at the Recrea-

tion Center for an afternoon of fun and excitement. 

Through the generosity of our parishioners, 

local and nationwide businesses and the   

tireless efforts of the Tricky Tray Committee, 

we had over 350 exciting prizes for our 

guests to take a chance at winning.   

The event was charged with energy from the moment 

guests arrived.  Music filled the room as hopeful winners 

checked out the prizes and dropped their tickets into 

the ones they wished to win.  Hands were raised, noise-

makers sounded, and people cheered when their ticket 

number was announced and the runners delivered their 

prizes.  Throughout the afternoon, our 50/50 team 

worked the room selling tickets and their tremendous 

efforts paid off.  The 50/50 winner took home $1,060!! 

The Tricky Tray received such positive feedback.  Even 

veteran Tricky Trayers said ours was one of the best 

they'd attended! 

  

Many great thanks are owed to those who supported and 

gave their time to make this event a tremendous success. 

 It was an amazing group effort!  We are thrilled to          

announce that we raised well over $19,000! 

Through everyone’s support and efforts we are another step closer to starting our church renovation! 


