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St. Joachim and St. Anne
July 26

St

. Anne and St. Joachim are the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary. They spent their lives
worshiping God and doing good. They had one great sorrow, however: God had not sent
them any children. For years and years, Anne had begged the Lord to give her a child.
She promised to consecrate the baby to him. When she was already old, God answered her prayer in
a far better way than she could ever have dreamed. The child born to St. Joachim and St. Anne was
the Immaculate Virgin Mary. This holiest of all women was to become the Mother of God. Anne took
tender care of little Mary for a few years. Then she gave her to the service of God. As she promised
she would.
Mary went to live in the holy Temple of Jerusalem. St. Joachim and St. Anne continued their lives of
prayer until God called them home to heaven. Christians have always been especially devoted to St.
Anne. Many beautiful churches have been built in her honor. Perhaps one of the most famous is the
Shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre in Canada. Great crowds go there all year around to ask St. Anne’s
help in their sufferings.
St. Anne and St. Joachim were the parents of Mary and the grandparents of Jesus. We can ask them
to bring us closer to Jesus and Mary.

~Saints for Young Readers for Every Day—Volume 2, Pauline Books & Media
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Concert to Honor the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Mary in Mystery and in History)
During this year of the 100th anniversary of the appearances of the Blessed Virgin Mary to the three shepherd
children at Fatima, our parish has been celebrating with many special events. One special event was a
concert given by the Adult Choir and the Children’s Choir on Pentecost Sunday, June 4th, specifically to honor
the Blessed Mother. The Virgin Mary has been in the mind of God from all eternity and she is the perfect role
model for us. She was the very first disciple who “pondered all things in her heart” and followed the Will of
God and trusted him most perfectly. Throughout the scriptures, there are many references to the Virgin
Mary, beginning with the promise of redemption in the Book of Genesis (Gen. 3:14-15) to the Book of Revelation (Rev. 11:19; 12: 1-6a).
However, like a good mother, the Virgin Mary is very concerned about her children. She has made many
appearances to her children throughout history, reminding them to pray and be converted in order to grow
closer to her Son.
The “mystery” part of the concert consisted of a short reading from scripture followed by songs about Mary
related to those passages. The second part of the concert (“history”) included songs related to some Marian
apparitions throughout the years.

Father Paul set the tone for the concert with an opening reflection that really helped us to pray through our
music. Scripture passages from Genesis and Luke (Annunciation, Visitation to Elizabeth and Birth of Jesus),
gave us a sense of hope in the promise of redemption and an example of complete trust and docility to God’s
plan.
The combined choirs performed a gospel arrangement of Amazing Grace, which reminds us that “my God, my
Savior has ransomed me”, along with a new choral arrangement by Michael D’Andrea, When Creation Was
Begun. A seven-part version of the Ave Maria by F. Biebl, was sung by the Adult Choir, while the children
sang the Schubert version of the Ave Maria along with a special song in French (Or Nous Dites, Marie (Now
tell us, Mary) that was absolutely beautiful. Both groups joined together to sing the Magnificat and Holy is
His Name, with Cantor, Binky Idioma as soloist.
We were truly inspired by the gospel arrangements of Mary, Did You Know and Be Born in Me, performed by
Binky Idioma, along with her children Claudia and Antonio (members of the Children’s Choir). The harmonies were beautiful and Antonio was exceptional on keyboard.
The final part of the scripture program included readings about the Miracle at Cana, the Resurrection of
Jesus, the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the Assumption of Mary. The Memorare and glorious
songs of praise (Cantate Domino and With a Voice of Singing) were sung by the adults, while the children sang
a lively song about Pentecost (I’m Gonna Sing With Over My Head). Combined choirs, along with flute and
trumpets closed the scripture portion of the concert with We Sing With Holy Mary.
The “history” part of the concert included songs composed through devotion to the Black Madonna (of
Czestochowa) and Beloved Mother (favorite of St. John Paul II), sung by the Adult Choir.
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They also performed hymns composed after the apparitions at Knock, Ireland (Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland)
and Fatima (Hymn to Our Lady of Fatima). Victoria Klein and Rose Fay were soloists. The final Fatima Farewell song closed the concert with everyone waving white handkerchiefs for the Blessed Mother, as is the
traditional practice at Fatima, Portugal.
The congregation was invited to participate in singing several of the hymns and many people commented
that they were moved to tears and felt as if we were really praying. Notes about the apparitions and St. John
Paul IIs prayer of Consecration of the Modern World to Our Lady of Fatima were included in the program.
The Children’s Choir was especially beautiful and touched many hearts with their singing. We also thank the
Adult Choir who spent many hours of rehearsal time preparing for the concert. They were outstanding and I
am honored and humbled to be able to work with them. Members of the Adult Choir were especially inspired
by some of the songs and said that they could feel the presence of the Holy Spirit and the Blessed Mother as
we prayed through the music. This has been a very challenging few months for the adults due to other
church activities such as singing for the Mass at Blue Army Shrine for the 100th Anniversary of the apparitions
at Fatima, and singing for the May Crowning and Candlelight Procession, along with their usual responsibilities for Mass at OLF. They have also experienced illnesses, injuries, family events, accidents, bad weather and
many other difficulties, so we appreciate their faithfulness and generous service.
We especially thank Dr. Rakesh Babu, Director of the Children’s Choir (as well as accompanist and assistant
conductor for the adults) and Marilyn Prall, Accompanist who have worked so diligently with the children.
We are grateful to the parents who faithfully bring their children to rehearsals and Masses. Our exceptional
instrumentalists: Cindy Lee DiMeglio on flute, Sarah Culp and Michael D’Andrea on trumpet, Binky Idioma –
guitar and Antonio Idioma – keyboard really helped to enhance the performance. Our gratitude also goes to
my husband, Ed Lyons for helping the scriptures come alive for us. Ed also spends considerable time and
energy on behind-the-scenes activities for the choir. His love and support enables me to continue serving in
music ministry.
Thank you so much to all those who helped make the concert such a successful event. We also thank those
who attended and supported us so generously. Lastly, we thank Father Paul for his enthusiastic support and
encouragement. His generosity and guidance have definitely inspired us to continue to sing and praise the
Lord.
Gratefully,
Jean Lyons
Director of Sacred Music
Our Lady of Fatima Church

PICTURES TO FOLLOW IN THE AUGUST NEWSLETTER
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Adoration Chapel

Waiting for the End of Time
Guardians are
needed for the
following hours:
Monday
7:00 PM, 10:00 PM
Wednesday
6:00 AM, 7:00 AM,
3:00 PM, 7:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM
Saturday 12 NOON
Sunday 11 PM

Please call:
Gerry 732-266-4145
Or
Pat 732-752-4479
O heart of Jesus in the
Most Blessed Sacrament,
burning with love for us,
inflame our hearts with
love for thee.

Most of Christ’s disciples thought that he would return within their
own lifetimes. They understood that history had been fulfilled in
Jesus Christ. The long series of events through which God had gradually restored his relationship with his people was completed in
Christ. Many Christians consequently believed that history would
soon come to an end and they would finally return to the New Jerusalem, a heavenly Eden.
These earliest Christians had good reason to believe that the end of
the world was upon them. In St. Matthew’s Gospel, Christ declared,
“’Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.”’1
Later, during a long discourse, Christ spoke of the “’tribulation’” to
come saying, “’Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away
till all these things take place.’”2

Almost 2000 years later, we can see that the world has not yet
passed away, at least not in the way many early Christians believed
it would. Nonetheless, in another way we an see that trhe early
Christians wer right to believe that the end of the world was near.
Although the earth itself was not destroyed, the world of the Old
Covenant, the world of human separation from God, was brought to
a sudden and catastrophic end.
The Christians realized in hindsight that Christ’s prediction of
“tribulation” concerned the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans,
which occurred AD 70—rather than his own Second Coming in
glory. At the same time, he also wanted to warn us to be ready
always and vigilant for his return because we do not know the date
and hour he will come again.
1.
2.

Substitutes are also needed: For further information
please call :
Gerry 732-266-4145 or
Pat - 732-752-4479
Please leave message.

Mt. 16:28.
Mt. 14:34.

~Introduction to Catholicism for Adults - Rev. James Socias
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